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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES S. ANDREWS, OF WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA.

FORMER FOR BERRY-CRATES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Paten’c No. 467,026, dated J anuary 12,1892,

Apphca,tlon filed April 15,1891, Serial No, 389,108.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES S. ANDREWS,
residing at Wilmington, in the county of New
Hanover and State of North Carolina, have
invented a certain new and useful Former
for Berry-Crates, of which the following is a
spemﬁca‘mon

My invention has for 1ts object to provide
a suitably-constructed former which can be
employed in the manufacture of berry-crates,
and which will serve to facilitate the construe-
tion of said crates whereby they can be quickly
and more effectually made.

To this end my invention consists in the
peculiar combination and novel arrangement
of the several parts, all of which will herein-
after be fully explained, and . particularly
pointed out in the claims, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved berry-crate former. Fig. 2 is a top
plan view thereof showing the sides and ends
of the crate-body framed thereon. FKig. 3 is
an end view of the same, the bottom of the
crate being shown about to be slipped in po-
sition. Fig. 4 is a detail view, hereinafter
referred to. TFig. 5 is a longitudinal section
of the former on the line 5 5, Fig. 1, with the
crate-frame completed thereon, and illustrat-
ing the manner in which the lid is hinged to
said frame; and TFig. 6 is a perspective view
of a berry-crate constructed unpon my im-
proved former.

In the accompanying drawings the former
consists of a rectangular skeleton frame,
formed, preferably, of cast metal, in the end
walls @ of which are formed bearings o', which
are connected by a sleeve ¢?, in which fits the
end of an operating-shaft B, mounted in a
bearing or bearings b, and which may be re-
volved by hand or power, said former being
arranged with its longitudinal axis horizon-
tal and to turn with said shaft. The upper
face a® of the former is formed with a series
of rib-like projections at, between which a se-
ries of seats a” are for med in which the side
slats of the crate are laid.

By reference to Fig. 1 of the drawings it will
De observed that four seats or recesses a? are
provided, the outer ends of the former being
projected, as af af, to hold the outer two side
slatsin place,and at the upperendsof theseats

(No model.)

a’atransverseledge orriba’is provided,which
serves as a gage, against which the upper
ends of the side slats abut when placed in
position, such slats serving as a guide for the
end slats D as they are put upon the former.
In practice the former is made of such length
that the slats when placed on the former in
the manner clearly shown in Fig. 5 will have
their lower ends project bevond the outer
end a of - the former, so.as to admit of the
quick ingertion of the solid bottom C, which,
is slipped in between ‘'the overlapping ends
and side slats and secured thereto by the
brads c.

In the practical construction of the crates
the side and end slats are first made in sec-
tions joined by the transverse upper and
lower strips D and E in the usual way, and
one of such side sections islaid upon the up-
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per face of the former, its upper end abut-

ting against the gage-rib @, as stated. Such
section is then held on the former by means
of a turn-buckle or other suitable device F.
The former is then given a turn and one of
its ends. is brought to the top, and an end
section is placed thereon, such section being
gaged by thepreviously-clamped side section,
and such end section held by the turn-buckle
G.
posite side section placed thereon in a similar
manner and then again tuarned and the op-
posite end section placed in position. The
sheet-metal corner-cleats H are then nailed
to the meeting edges of the transverse strips,
the nails as they pass through the said strips
aud the slats being elinched by striking the
metal-former. After thesides, ends, and bot-
tom of the crate have been formed, as stated,
the lid or cover issecured theretointhe man-
ner most clearly shown in Fig. 5of the draw-
ings, from which it will be observed that the
gage-strip ¢ also servesto gage the manner
in which the cover Iis to be hinged to the
side section, so as to permit of its folding
down properly when closed and locked in
place, an outwardly-extending flange a® be-
ing formed on the upper face of the former,
which forms a seat or rest for the lid-section
as it is held in position for connection to the
side section of the crate.

While it may be preferable to construct the
side and end sections as stated before they

The former is again turned and the op-
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are placed upon the former, itis manifest that
the entire crate may be constructed upon the
former A and the several longitudinal and
transverse slats nailed together upon the
former, the brads or nails being clinched as
they engage such former.

My invention is exceedingly simple, can be
manufactured at a small cost, and by its use
I can construct crates very much qnickerthan
by the ordinary method.

Having thusdescribed my invention, what I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— ,
1. A crate-former consisting of a crate-
shaped revoluble body portion, the top, bot-
tom, and sides thereof provided with seats to
receive the side and end sections of the crate,
and means for holding such sections to the
said body portion,substantially asand for the
purpose described.

2. The herein-deseribed crate-former, con-
sisting of a crate-shaped skeleton metallic
frame formed with a hollow spindle, whereby
said body is adapted to be mounted on and
revolved by a shaft, seats or recesses formed
in the outer faces of the body, adapted to
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form seats for the slat-sections of the crate,
and means for holding said sections to the
said body, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

3. Acrate-formercomprising a crate-shaped

‘body portion,a shaft for supporting and tuarn-

ing said body, a series of seats or recesses
formed in the outer faces thereof, and a trans-
verse gage-strip arranged at the inner ends of
the seats in one face thereof, substantially as
and for the purpose deseribed.

4. Thecombination of theshaft I3, the crate-
shaped body A, mounted thereon, formed with
a series of spaced recesses or seats in their
outer faces, one of said faces formed into an
extension, as at ¢% a transverse ledge or gage
strip @', arranged at the inner ends of the
seats on the extended face, and locking de-
vices on the outer faces for holding the crate-
sections to the former, all arranged substan-
tially as and for the purpose deseribed.

CIHHARLES S. ANDREWS.
Witnesses:
. M. FOURD,
War, . WALKER.
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