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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LEVI McMILLAN,

OF WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA.

ADDRESSING-MACHINE,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Nov. 28, 1916.

Applcation filed August 28, 1915, Serial No, 47,724,

Zo all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Luvr MCMILLAN, a
citizen of the United Stateb, residing at Wil-

mington, in the ¢ounty of New Hanoverand .

State of North Carolina, have invented cer-
tain new and. useful Improvements in Ad-

dressing-Machines, of which the following is-

a specification.
My invention relates to a new and im-

proved machine for addressing articles in -

quantities, and specifically speaking, it may

be stated that the present.invention has -

reference to an improved construction over
that type of machine described and claimed
in UUnited States Patent #1,150,784, 1ssued
to me on Angust 17, 1915,

One object of the present invention re-
sides in providing a machine for addressing
articles, such as periodicals, newspapers,
post cards, circulars and the like, in which a
continuously operated conveying means has
a fixed pmth of movement and engages and
carries the articles through the machine in
sticeessive order, while- the articles -them-
selves are supported on 4 member adjustable
with respect to the conveying means to adapt
the machine for articles of varying thick-
nesses.

Another object resides in providing mech-

anism for affixing a label to the article dur-

ing passage throngh the machine, and sub-

sequentlv pr mtmtf on said labels, said mech-

anisms. being (dpmb]e of continuous opera-
tion simultaneous with the means for cori-
veying the articles to be addressed through
the machine, and thus the affixing of the
labels and the printing on it, toc‘ether with
the passage of the ar ticles thmngh the ma-

chine is a continuous automatic performance.

and_does not depend on mtermlttently actu-
ated mechanism.

A further object is to provide means for
accommeodatMg a plurality of articles to be
addressed and selecting one article at a time
to be delivered in a .,peuﬁed relation o »
conveying means which carries the articles

_singly through the- machine in successive

order, and in a proper path to be acted upon
first by . the. label- aﬂx\m mechanism and
then by the address plmtmg means.

A still further object consists in provid-

~ing means for regulating the operation of

.55

the various mechanisms constituting +the
complete machine, so that the affixing of the
label and the subsequent printing of it may

. versely

take place at a desired position upon the
articles conveyed through the machine.
In the dra,w,mgaa Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of a machine constructed according
to my invention, and with a portion of the

60

casing inclosing the address printing means

broken away . to show the details to a:better
advantage.
machine shown in Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a sec-
tionalelevation on the plane of the line 8—3
of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a sectional elevation on
the line 4—4 of Fig. 2. Tig. 5 is a horizontal
section on the line 55 of Fig. 4. Tig. 6 is
a vertical section on the liné 6—6 of Hig. 3.
Fig. 7 is a vertical section on the line 77 of

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the

86

70

Fig. 4. Tig. 8 is a vertical section on the .

line 8—8 of Fig. 1, with the mechanism in
position to ‘wcommodqte an article of con-
siderable thickness. Fig. 9 is a similar sec-
tion on the line 8—8 of T tig. 1, but with the
mechanism in a position to accommodate an
extremely thin article such, for instance, &s
a sheet of paper or post card Fig. 10 is a
detail sectional view showing the srrange-
ment of the stops to prevent hack meove-
ment of the printing plates. Fig. 11 is a
perspective view of a stencil printing plate

used in counection with the addressinv

means. Iig. 12 is a sectional view trans-
through the structure shown in
Fig. 11. Fig. 18 is a horizontal sectional

view through a portion of the stencil print-

75

85

ing plate, and showing details of the catch -

mechanism. TFig. 14 1s a detail sectional
view of the catch mechanism or latch em-
ployed in connectlon with the’ etencﬂ plate
receptacles. Fig. 15 is a perspeetive view of
one of the members employed to raise the
stencil plates from. the stencil-plate convey-
ing means, ' Fig. 16 is a fragmentary detail
view showing the arrangement of parts of
the motion tmnsmlttmg mechamsm at the
feed end of the machine. Fig. 17 is a. v1ew

90

95

similar to Fig. 16 showing the power tr ans- |

mitting means at the printing and dlschmrge
end, of the machine.

I}l\ detail :
shown, comprises a main bed I carrying ‘two
upright frame members 2 disposed in par-
allel relation. At each end of the machine
and jeurnaled in the upright frame members
2 are the transverse shafts 3 and 4, the
former being the power shaft. Bnt\\'een the
frame members!2 and above the main bed i,

is a supplemental bed plate 5, which cariies

100

The addressing machine, as
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the upright track members 6, the latter be-
ing substantially equal in length to the dis-
tance between the shafts 8 and 4.- The track
members 6 are recessed, as shown at 7, to
receive the endless conveyer chains 8 pro-
vided with spaced engaging and carrying
fingers 9. The shafts 8 and 4 each carry two
sprocket wheels 10 over which the conveyer
chains 8 are trained, and thus if power be
supplied to the shaft 3 the conveyer will be
set in operation, and for this purpose the
shaft 8 carries a pulley wheel 11 connected
with any suitable prime mover by means of
a belt 12

The track members G arve apertured as
shown at 13 to admit vertically movable
cross-members 14 which carry the side mem-
bers 15 of the mechanism for supporting
the articles during passage through the ma-
chine. The members 14 also carry the table
sections 16 forming a part of the article sup-
porting mechanism and located centrally

‘between the conveyer chains 8. TIn the gpaces

between the table sections 16 are roller mem-
berg 17, 18 and 19, which are carried by the
shafts 20, 21 and 22, respectively. The said
shafts extend through vertically elongated
apertures 28 in the track members 6 and are
journaled in the depending members 24 car-
ried by the article supporting mechanism,
and thus rendering the said rvoller members
17, 18 and 19 wvertically adjustable in con-
junction with the remainder of the support-
g mechanism. o

To provide for convenient adjustment of
the supporting mechanism, each of the table
sections 16 carries a threaded nut member
25 which is engaged by a jack screw spin-
dle 26 provided at its lower end with a worm
gear 27. A shaft 28 journaled in bearings 29
carries a plurality of worms 30 for engage-
ment with the worm gears 27 and further, the
shaft 28 carries a bevel gear 81 meshing with

a bevel gear 32 carried by a spindle 33 for

rotation by a hand wheel 34 to actuate the
jack screw means to.raise or lower the sup-
porting mechanism relative to the conveying
chains 8, and it is herein dcemed advisable
to call attention to the fact that this differ-
entiates from previous constructions in that
the entire article supporting mechanism is
adjustable independently of and relative to

. the means for conveying the articles to the

. machine.-

55

60.

In order to deliver the articles to be ad-
dressed fo the conveying means, the table
section 16 immediately adjacent the shaft 4
at the head end of the machine, is slotted as
shown at 35 and carries the upright gage
member 36, said gage member being adjust-
able in slot 35 by means of the thumb screw
clamp 37,  The side members 15 of the ar-
ticle supporting mechanism carry similarly
adjustable gage members 38, and directly
opposite to said gage member 36, and fixed

‘the labels are formed.

1,206,345

to a cover plate 39 extending over the major
portion of the top of the machine is a gage
member 89" vertically adjustable through
the medium of a thumbscrew 40. The gage
member 86 carries the vertically adjustable
member 41, which, when a plurality of ar
ticles 42 are held by the guge members, en-
gages the rear edge of the lowermost articles
so as to tilt the latter as shown.  In the open-
ing between the first and second table sec-
tions 16, and carried by a shatt 43 support-

ed in the same manner as the shafts 20, 21

70

-
ot

and 22 is a segment of a roller 4t which is

preferably made of rubber or other material
which will-exert frictional carrvying action
against members with which it may come in
contact.  This member 44 is driven at the
same speed as the shaft 4, through the me-

~dium of a chain 45 trained over sprocket

wheels 46 and 47 carried by shafts 43 and
4 respectively, the sprocket 46 being adjust-
able relative to its carrying shaft by means
of set screw adjusting means 470, The mem-
ber 44 frictionally engages the lowermost ar-
ticle of the pile 42 and draws it forward un-

. til it drops flat upon the table sections 16,

whenee the rear edge of said article is then
engaged by the carrying fingers 9 of the
endless chains 8 which carry it through the
machine. The purpose of providing for
the -adjustment of the sprocket 46 relative
to its carrying shaft 43, is so that the point
of delivery. of the article relative to the car-
rying chains.may be regulated.

The shaft 20 of the voller 17 is extended
and carries a gear 48 which, when the arti-
cle supporting mechanism is adjusted to its
highest point to accommodate very thin
articles such as sheets of paper or the like,
meshes with a gear 49 carried by a shaft
50 earrying -a roller 51, and when the said
gears ave in mesh the vollers 17 and 51
cofiperate to assist In feeding the article
through the machine even after engagement
by the carrying fingers 9, and partienlarly
for the. purpose of allowing the said carry-
ing fingers to gradually and easily pick up
the articles, and thus a continuous uninter-
rupted progress of the articles. through the
machine is Insured. Dehind the said article-
feeding mechanism is the label mechanism

‘whivh is supported mainly by the upright

brackets 52 carried on ‘members 2 of the
frame of the wachine. At the top of the
brackets is journaled a spindle 53, carrying
a roll 54 containing a continuous strip of
paper 55 of uniform width, and from which
For guiding this
strip of paper a way 56 is provided which
has grooved sides 57 to engage the edges of
the -paper strip. Near the top of .the
brackets, and immediately below the spindle
h3 is a pair of feed vollers 58 carrying in-
termeshing gears 59 driven from a worm
60 which engages a worm wheel 61, The
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shaft 107" earries a rotatable platen mem-
ber 109 whiel is driven by means of a chain
110 running on a sprocket 111, and’ its
operative face first rolls into engagement
with the inking roller 107 to receive a sup-
Ply of ink, und en in cofitnct with the
steneil strip & to produce printing through
the stencil apertures, and here attention is
called to the fact that the printing is pro-
dueed during the continuons movement of

“all partg invelved in the functionmng of

the machine awd without employing any
stop mechanism whatsoever.

At each end the shaft 107 eavries a crank
112 whith engages the slotted ends of levers
1K, said levers being fulerumed at 113, and
thus upon the rotation of saud shaft 107
the mentbers 94 arve raised at the proper in-
tervals to take the used sténcil plates from

the conveving means and transfer them to

a position within the receiving receptonte
B wherein they are stacked inan inveige or-
der with respect to their original staglang.

Now, in ovder to stimultancously operate
all the separate mechanisos of the machine,
a jnek shaft 114 is provided whieh isdriven
from the pyaver shaft by weans of the geurs
116 and 1{7, the latter gear being carried
by the power shaft 3 and provided with set
serew adjnsting means 115, The jack shaft
carrios p sprocket 117* over which a chain
118 runs amd engages u sproeket 119 mount-
ed on shaft 84 of the steneil plate careying
means and  through which the latter is
driven. Furthermove, this jack shaft car-
ries a sprocket 110* which accommodates
the chain 110 for driving the platen and
which chain runs over the sprocket 111 for
driving the platen. Also a long drive chain
120° runs from sprocket 120, on the jack
shaft, to sprocket 80 on shaft 76*, which
drives the 1abel mechanism. Thus it will be
seen 'that by driving the shaft 3 continuous
and simultanconts movement is imparted to
all parts of the machine. The purpose o
the set screw means 115 is to advancé or
retard the position of the fingers 9 of the
article conveying means, so as to regulate
the said conveying means for carrying the
articles into operative position relative to
the label mechanism and address printing
means, and to accommodate articles of dif-

ferent lengths. I find it preferable to com-

pletely inclose the address printing means
by & cover 121 which, when desived may be
removed to afford access to the address
printing means.

Reverting to the article supporting mech-
anism, attention is ealled to the fact that
the side members 15 carry gages 122 which
are adjustable toward eacli other and, are
co-extensive in length with the said mem-
bers 15, clamped to the latter Thembers at

the free end by moans of clamps 123, These -

members prevent lateral displacement of the

1,208,340

articles in their movement through the ma-
chine, and wlso these members may be re-
moved and replaced by other members simi-.
Int in construction and of different height
s0 as to accommoklnte any article from n
sheet of paper to a thick magazine.

In the operation of the maghine: the ar-
ticles to he addressed are pluced in the gage
members at the head of the machine which.
have accordingly been adjusted and.the ma-
chine iy sturted by driving the power shaft
3. Tmediately the member 44 enigages an
article and moves it forward whence it is
picked wp by the eaveying fingers 9, the sup- |
porting mechanism havilg first been adjust- gq
ed to vary the effective height of the carry- .
ing fingers to accord with the thickness of
the avticle. While the article is being moved
forward a label is being developed in the
labeling miechanism and is applied to the ar- gg
ticle when it comes under the pressure roller;
after the label has Leen applied, the article,
the movement of which has been continuous,
progresses forward.to the addressing means
and at this time a stencil plate is earvied for- gy
ward at the same rate of speed as the arti-
cle and the platen is inked and then rolls
into engagement with the steneil slip of the
stencil plate which is positioned by this time
over the label carried by the article and pro-
dueces an impression on said label. The
stencil plate then moves onwardly without
interruption until it is engaged by-the mem-
bers 94 whence it is lifted from the stencil
plate conveying means and stygked in the
lower part of the receiving receptucle B,
The article liaving' the label -applied and
stenciled is then delivered from the wachine
and the suceessive opﬁe{t_i@ions upon the singly
delivered articles continfie: . - ‘

‘Trrom the féregoing, it will be scen that
I have provigeq, /8 addressing -machine
which is continiféls in operntion and will
aflix a label .and address said label on an
article during continued movement of the
article through the machine, and the ma-
ching will' furthermore “similarly operate
upon a plurality of articles delivered singly
and in suceessive order through the machine.
Also; the mechanism of the machine may be
so adjusted as to accommodate thin, thick,
narrow or wide and long or .short articles
and will take any articles from a flexible.
sheet of paper to o stiff unbendable card of
any dimension.. R

¥hile I have herein shown and described
a specific form of my invention, it will be
understood, that, in practice, changes may.
be made in the form and avrangement in the -
several mechanisins without departing from 125
the spirit and scope of the invention as de-
fined in the appended claims. '

I claim— o -

1. An  addressing machine including
means for continuously conveying single ar-
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pape;‘ is fed between these rollers whence it

18 engaged by a roller 62 rolling into contact

with a rolléer 63 provided with a knife 64

which, upon each revolution, perforates and

partially severs a length of paper from the
strip- equal to’ the circumference of the
voller, and. forming a label.. The rollers 62
and 63 are driven by gears 65 through the
medium of a worm 66 and worm .wheel 67.
Beneath the severing rollers are the gum-
ming rollers 68 which are formed Similar
to those in the machine shown in Patent
H#1,150,784, issued to me on August 17,

1915, and "hereinbefore referred to. Said-

gumming rollers sre driven through the me-

dium of a wotm gear 69 and receive adhesive

from the absorbent wick arrangement 70
drawing its supply from the reservoir 704,
and dpplying the said adhesive.only to the
céntral portion of the Iabel, so that the label
will not stick to the members which sub-

5o uently deliver and apply it to the article.

.25

After the adhesive is applied to the label
the ungummed. edges thereof are engaged
by -the rollers 71 driven by worm 72 and

_the label is delivered to the surface of ‘the
“prticle to which it is to be applied. - The

. label mechanism is driven through the me-

80

35

“dium of the bevel gear sets 73 and 74 which

drive ‘the shaft 75 carrying worms €0, 66,
69 .and so forth, at a slower speed than the
travel of the article through the machine,
but sufficiently fast to form a-label for each

article,. Upon the delivery of the label from

the last set of rollers, the leading edge there-.
of is engaged by & pressure roller 76 which
rolls. the label onto the article and spreads.

- the adhesive, and, due to the fact that this

40

roller runs at a greater speed than the de-
livery rollers the label is detached com-
pletely from the web. The shaft 78~ carry-

-. ing- the. said pressure roller. 76 also carries
_.a sprocket 77 and a -chain.78 runs. over
" - gprockets 77 and 79 so.as to simultaneounsly

45

drive shafts 50 and 76~ Also shaft 76 car-

ries a sprocket 80 for purposes f,o be herein-

after set forth, Upon the machine frame,

behind the label mechanism, is located the '

“‘means for stenciling the addresses on the

50

labels and this.comprises the shafts 81, 82,

© 83.and B4 arranged in rectangular order and
- each carfying two sprockets 85 over which

|55

o

‘68

are trained the stencil-plate conveyer chains .
86, The gild chaing 86 are provided with
stencil plate -carrying fingers 87! There is

also .provided a stencil-plate delivery recep-
tacle A and a stencil plate receiving recep-
tacle B, éach of which is similar in con-
struction and embraces a fixed lower half 88
and interchangeable upper halves 89. In
two opposite sides of each of the regeptacles
A and B are slots 89* which accommodate

“the, 'verfically movable members 90 having

inwardly turned Iower ends 91 for engage-
ment with the stencil plates so that the lat-

ter may be moved to the upper halves of
the receptacles for interchangeability when
desired, and the said plates are retained in
the upper halves of said réceptacles by latch
members 91 spring - pressed inwardly and
udjustable by means of nuts 92. The bot-
tom of the receiving receptacle B, as well
ag the bottom portion of the delivery re-
ceptacle A is provided with similar latches
98. Carried at the sides of the boettom por-
tion of the said receiving receptacle B are
the vertically reciprocable members 94 aétu-

~ated by movement of the levers 95, and

75

which engage each stencil plate as it is de~

livered from the stencil ‘plate conveying
means and raise the used stencil plates suf-

ficiently to be engiged and retained by the
latches 93. : L .

" Each stencil plate comprises a rectangu-
lir frame ¢, as'shown in:-Fig. 11, which is
notched. at fwo points on one edge for en-
gagement by the earrying fingers 87 of
chuins 86. Said notches are. provided with
spring-pressed catches 96 which enter re-
cesses in the sides of the notches, and spring
out therefroin to engage the said fingers
87 in a releasable but frm manner: The

-fraine of each stencil plate carries the re-

movable stencil strip . having the address
thereon, and duwring movement of the sten-
cil plate from one recéptacle to the other,
the edges of the plate frame are guided in
grooves 98 which direct the plate- down-
wardly into a printing position, and thence
upwardly to be engaged by members 94.
By reason-of the fact that grooves 98 gradu-
ally incline upwardly until they reach the
point beneath the receiving receptacle when
they aré entirely above the level of the car-
rying fingers 87, it will be seen that said

.grooves function to. lift the stencil plates

off from the carrying fingers 87 -whence

- they are engaged by latches 91 of the mem-
bers 94 To insure the proper engagement

frame, the plate is initially retardgd-in its
movement by springs 99 which aré Jocated
in grooves 98 which are depressible to per-
mit the plate to pass. Also similay’ springs
100 are provided adjacent the receiving re-
ceptacle and also in the said grodoves and
prevent-backward movement of the steneil
plates. Intermediate the receptacles A and

of the carrying fingers 87 with the plate

B is an ink reservoir 101 having & tapered
-mouth closed by an | absorbent pad 102,
‘Carried by the brackets 103 mounted onto

said reservoir, are adjustable ' screws 104

which support brackets 105 carryingr spin--

<

dle 106 which in turn carries the' inking
roller 107 in rolling contact -with the_ab-

lntter. . N L
The platen means for printing consists of
a shaft 107* journaled in bearing stands

108 at each side of the machine, and said

&0

90

95
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ticles to be addressed through the machine
in successive order, label affixing mechanism
comprising, a web supply, means for sever-
g z label from said web supply, means for
sapplying adhesive to said label, a pressure
roller to affix said label to the article, means
for feeding the label with the adhesive ap-
plied thereto to the pressure roller, stencil
strips to be applied to the article over the
label, means to print a name to said stencil
strip, and means to remove the stencil strips
subsequent torthe printing operation. _
2. An addressing machine, including
mesns for continuously conveying single ar-
ticles to be addressed through the machine
in successive order, label affixing mechanism
comprising, a web supply, means for sever-
ing a label from said web supply, means for
applying adhesive to a portion of said label,
a pressure roller to aflix the label to the arti-
cle, means engaging that portion of each
label free from adhesive to guide and feed
said labels to said pressure roller, a plural-
ity of stencil strips, means to be brought into
operation subsequent to the affixing of the
labe] to place 3 stencil strip thereover, means
to imprint an address through the stencil
strip, and means to take up the stencil strip
following the printing. '
8. An addressing machine including means
for continuously conveying articles to be ad-
dressed through the machine in successive
order, label affixing mechanism comprising,
a web supply, means for severing a .Jabel
from said web supply, means for supplying
adhesive to the label, a pressure roller to affix
the label to the article and spread the ad-
Hesive, means for feeding the label with the
adhesive applied thereto to said pressure
roler, means for placing a stencil strip upon

. the article to be éarried therewith, a printing

45

50

55

60

65

roller to imprint an address through the
stencil, and means to take up the stencil fol-
lowing the printing operation.

4. An addressing machine including
means to engage and carry single articles
through the machine in successive order,
labe - "ixing mechanism comprising, a_web
suppyy, means for partially severing o label
from said welb supply, means for supplying
adhesive to shid lsbel, a pressure roller to
affix the label to the article, means for feed-
ing the label with the adhesive applied
thereto to sald pressure roller, and means
for driving said article carrying means at
a greater rate of speed than said label feed-
ing means to complete the severance of the
label. ‘ o

5. An addressing machine including
means to engage and carry single articles
through the machine in successive order, ad-
dress printing means operating upon the ar-
ticles during passage through the machine,
means supporting tie articles during pas-
sage and printing, and mechanisin for ad-

‘nesses.

a

justing said supporting means relatively to

the article carrying means to accommodate
articles of different thicknesses.

6. An-addressing machine including con-

veyer means to engage and carry single ar-
ticles throngh the machine in successive or-
der, means for imparting an initial move-
ment to each article prior to engagement
by said conveying means, address printing
means' operating upon the articles during
passage throngh -the machine, means. for
supporting the articles during passage and
printing, and mechanisin for adjusting said
means for imparting the initial movement
and said supporting means relative to said
carrying means and the printing means to
accommodate articles of different thick-

7. An addressing machine including
means to receive a plurality of articles to be
addressed, means to engage and carry said
articles through the machine in successive
order, address printing mneans operating

upon the articles during passage through.

the machine, means supporting the article
during passage and printing, and mecha-
nism for adjusting said supporting means

relative to sald carrying means and the-

printing means to accommodate articles of
different thicknesses. S

8. An addressing ~machine - including
means for receiving a plurality of “articles
to be addressed, means to engage and carry

single articles through the machine in sue- .

cessive order, means for engaging and de-
livering one article at a time to said con-
veying means, address printing means op-
erating upon articles during passage and
printing, and mechanism for adjusting said
supporting and article delivery means rela-
tive to said carrying means.and tlie print-
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ing means to accommodate articles of dif- .

ferent: thicknesses.

9. An addressing machine including

means for receiving a plurality of aiticles

to be addressed, means to engage and earry

"single articles through the machine in suc-
cesstve order, means for engaging and de-

livering one article at a time to said ¢convey-
ing mechanism, means supporting the ar-
ticles during passage through the machine;
and mechanism. for adjusting said support-
ing means and article delivery means rela-
tive to said carrying means and article re-
celving means.

10. An addressing machine including con-
veyver means to engage and carry single ar-
ticles through the machine in successive or-

_der, address printing means operating upon

the articles during passage through the ma-
chine, means for supporting the articles dur-
ing passage and printing and including roll-
ers to reduce the friction of ‘passage, and
mechanism for adjusting said supporting

means relative to said conveyer and printing
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means to accommodate articles of different
thicknesses,

veyer means to engage and carry single ar-
ticles through the Tanchine 3 in suceessive or-
der, means ior 1111paltmo' an initial move-
ment to each article prior to engagement by
snid  conveyer - means, 'Iddl‘esb printing
means operating upon each article at a pre-
determined position during passage through
the machine, means for supportm«r the ar-
ticles during passage and printing, and
mechanism for adjusting said means for im-

parting the initia]l movement and said sup-

porting means relative to said conveyer and
printing means to accommodate avticles of
(hﬂ'uont thicknesses

2. An "lddl(‘&%ln"‘ machine Indlldln"' con-
wvor means to engage and carry sm"h ar-
ticles through the maclune In successive or-

ach article at a previously selected position
during passage throngh the muachine, means
supporting the articles during passage and
printing, and mechanism for adjusting said
supportum means relative to said conveying
and printing means io accommodate articles
of different thicknesses.

13. An addressing machine including con-
tinnously operating conveyer means to en-
aape and carry single articles through the
nmchmo in successive order, continuously
operated address printing means operating
upon each article dlumg passage through
the machine, means supporting the article
during passage and printing, .lnd mecha-
nism For adjusting said supporting means
relative - fo said conveying and printing
means to- accommodate articles of different
thicknesses. :

14, An addressing machine including ad-
dress printing mechanism. and conveying
means for suceessively delivering artieles
thereto, said address printivg mechanisu
con'nprising delivery and receiving recep-
tacles, a plurality of stencil plates in said
delivery receptacle, conveyer means engag-
ing and carrying single p]atos from said de-
livery receptacle to a printing position rela-
tive to the articles, and means receiving said
plates from said plate conveying means and
delivering the same to the receiving recep-
taclo.

15. An ‘dere ssing machine incloding ad-
dress printing mechanism and conveying
means for successwoly delivering . articles
thereto, said address printing much‘ull%m
a receptacle for holdmg stencil
plates, a, conveyer for moving said plates
from: said receptacle into a printing posi:

_tion relative to the article, means rolling

€5

nto contact w1th said stencil plate to pro--

duce an impression, and means receiving the

)

1,206,345

respect to the order in ¢aid delivery recep-
tacle. )

16. An addressing machine including ad-
dress printing mechamsm, conveying means

for shccessiv ely delivering articles ‘Lhereto, ;

said address printing meclmmsm compuris-
ing delivery und veceiving receptacles each
h‘\vmﬂ inferchangeable Temovable upper
ha«l\"es, a plur 1htv of stencil plafes in said
delivery eceptado conveyer means engag-
ing and carrying single plates from said
(kllvew Icccpmde to a printing position

relative to the articles and thence to the up-.

per half of said receiving receptacle to be
subsequently reinserted in said delivery re-
ceptacle, and - means to print:the address
when a plate is in printing position.

17. An - addressing machie including
means for successively conveying single ar-
ticles throngh' the machine in successive or-
der, mechantsm for aflixing a label to each
article during passage through the machine,
means for stenciling an address on each label
after the Iatter has been applied to the ar-
ticle, means for simultaneously and continu-
onsly operating said conveying means, label
affixing mechanism and address stenciling
means, and means for advancing or retard-
ing the periodic operation of said affixing
mechanisin and address stenciling echan-
ism with respect to the conveying means to
regulate the point at which ‘the label ‘and
address are applied to the article.

18. An addresging machine including

‘means for successivel) y conveying single ar-

ticles throngh the ‘machine in 1evuhted or-
der, means Tor aflixing a label fo each ar-
tlc]e, mesns for prmtmg a different address
on each label, means for continuously and
91mnltaneously operating said conveying
means, label affixing mechanism and’ ad-
dress printing means, and means for sup-
porting’ the articles during passage through
the machine.

19. The combination with address print-
ing mechanism, of means for successively
deliv ering articles to said printing mecha-
nism,
endless conveyers running thereon, means
carried by said conveyers For engaging and
carrying the articles, and means for sup-
porting “the articles during passage through
the machme, said supportmrr means being’

adjustable relative to said tracks and con-
veyers.

 20. The combination with address print-

ing mechanism, of means for successively
delivering single articles to said mechanism,

‘said means including means to support the

articles during passage through the machine,

‘tracks, endless conveyer chains running on

used plates from said conveying means sand

stqcknw the same in an inverse order with

. said tracks below said supporting means fmd
.provided with ¢arrying fingers projecting

thereabove to engage the articles, and tnecha-
nism to adjust sa1d supportmg means rela-

sald means including fixed tracks,
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tive ‘to said fingers to yary the eﬁectwe
height of the latters

21 The combination with address prmt-
ing mechanism, of means for successively
deltvering single articles to said printing
mechanism, said means including fixed
tracks, endless conveysrs runming thereon,
means carried by said conveyers for engag-

‘ing and carrying the articles, means for
supportmg the _articles during passage

through the. machine, and screw and put

mechanism for adjusting the supportmg<

means.relative to said tracks:
92. The combination with

addressmg
mechanism, of means for successivel

deli V-

ering single articles to said ad ressing -

mechanism, said means including endless
conveyers, means carried by said conveyers

for -engaging and cariying the articles,.

means for supporting -the artlcles during

passage through the machine, nuts carried
by said &.uppoxtmu means, ]ack Screws en-

aﬂmg said nuts, and means for rotating
said jack screws to adjust said suppoxtmo
means pelative to said conveyers.

23. An dddressing machine mcludmg

‘means adjustable to receive a plurality of

articles of any size, means to engage and
carry single articles throngh the machine in’
sticcessive order, means supporting the ar-

" ticle during passage through the machire,

and ;imechanism for adjusting said support-

“ing means relative to said carrying means.

3(

to accommodate articles of dlﬁ'erent thick-

nesses. -
LEVI McMILLAN_. -
Witnesses: '

C. Evererr LiawcasTer,
Bexs. B. Newocoms.



